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ABSTRACT
This paper describes the ,deyelopffient of the Survey of

Pupil Opinion, an attitude-assessment instrument idapted to the

reading and,"palatability" levels of high sChool studemts in

compensatory programs. An initial pool of 100 items assumed to

reflect "attitude toward school" was reduced to a 30-item instrument,

kesults revealed that, for each of three'factors--soci4
participation, perception of teachers, and selfas student--the

lowest mean score was obtained by the. students who later dropped out

of school. A' copy of the instrument and tabulatibns apd a grapkof

the three-factor mean scores and the total mean score are included.
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PURPOSE.Of;11. E

DEVELOPMENT OF AN INSTRUHENT
TO ASSESS ATTITUDES OF HIGH SCHOOL''STUDENTS

IN COMPENSATORY PROGRAM-

Marian T. Kilbane
. .
Cleveland Public Schools

Cleveland, Mao

This study was conGerned with the search for a measure-

ment device that could be applied in evaluating school-related atti--

tudes of high school "'students participating :.n Title I projects.

were:

)?'

Desired charac .eristiCs of the proposed instrument

I. Items reflecting "attitude toward school";

2. Vocabulary level approprial:e to reading
,range of grades four through nine;

Few if any 4tems viewed by students as
inappropriate or offensive:

4. Administrition time of thirty minutes or

less; .

S. Relative ease of administration and ,scoring.
0

.ExaminatioWlyof commercially-(vailable instruments led

to the _conclusion . that suth _instruments did _not_adequately ref I ect

the desired characteristics. Efforts were then focused On develop-
.

ing (an ay- riate instrument. The present study reports the results

of these efforts.



INSTRUMEI4T D13VELOPMEN
,

3,

.
Instrument development began with the generation of a pool

of 100 items assumed to reflect attitude toward school and perception

of self-as-student. The pool was "boiled down" to a thirty-five item

preliminary instrument. To field-test "readablility", the preliminary

version was administered to five classes of low achieving seventh grade

., students (one class in each of five schools). Students' questions and
,

fir 1
. , ,

comments (immediately following the survey administration) indicated

items that were too ambiguous, too difficult, had unfamiliar terms,etc.

SUbsequently, five of the items were deleted, scevbral ,items were re-

worded, and the resulting thirty items wet) combined to forty the Survey

of Pupil Opinion.1
.1

The sw:vey was then administered to 366 low-achieving seventh-

grade students in six junioriTh schools and 251 low achieying studenXs

(most of whom were in tenths grade) in five senior high schools,. (Stu-

dents entered survey resiOs on a machine-scorable ,answer sheet). For

140 of the tenth-gradoostudents retest data were co4ected after a two-

'''.

week time lapse. Responses*were scored on a scale .df 1 (least positive)

to 5 (most positive).

Separatt 'factor-analysts were applied ..to-the data-from-the two. \

pupil groups i.e., grade seven and grade ten, respondents. The grades seven
,

results were inconclusive and, contradictory.. (E.g,, "I think school

fun," factored with "I %fish I could quit schodr ). The grade ten resulls

yielded three factors involving tuienty-four of the original thirty items.

The factors were designated, Social Participation (seven items) , Perception

of Teacher (nine items), and Perception of Self-as-Student (eight items). 2

.1Appendix 1

2Appendix 2 3
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The test-reteit date were correlated (using total scdie on

the twenty-four factor items) and yielded r = .71.

.

APPLICATION OF THE INSTRUMENT

At the beginning of the following school year, the survey was

administered to 228 tenth-grade students in four senior high schools.

The students, participants in a Title I."Learning Laboratory" project,

10,0
we.re from 'high-poverty areas, and were characterized by prior histories

of low achievement and sporadic attendance.

By the end of the School year, the students had "sorted them-

ielves" into four gioups: 1) dropped out of schoel (N=18); 2) failed to

adjust/progress in the Learning Lab arid returned to the regular schoo1

;

program (N=63); 3) adjusted well to_Learning Lab and remained in the

project (N=123); 4) mOved to.a Non-Title I school and tentatively-identi-

Lied as "upwardly mobile" (N=24).

(/)
For each student in the original sample, a mean score was colp-

puted for each of the three factors and for the total of twenty-four

items. The range of possible mean scores was I (most negative) to 5

(most positive). 'The three factor mean scores and the total mean score

were then computed for each of the our student groups..

RESULTS

Results, summarized in Table 1, revealed that:

1. For each of the three factors; the lowestmean

score was obtained by the students who later

dropped out of school; highest mean scores

were attained by the students who later moved

to better socio-economic areas:

2. Girls ,had higher mean scores on (ach of the

three factors than did boys. This pattern

was evidenced by both the students who drop-

ped out and the students,who remained in scnool.

4
...
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3. Boys' scores- reflected a greater range among

the means of the four student group than

was true of girls.

4. Within each of the four student groups, the

highest mean score attached to the "self-as

student2 factor. The factoTs of "social
participation" and "teachers" reflected rela-

tively little difference in mean Scores9

CONCLUSIONS

The results of the study indicated that the .Survey of Pupil

Opinion tapped three dimensions of school-related attitude. Within a

highly constricied sample of tenth grade itudents, the instrument

appeared to differentiate between students who remained in sChool.and
11%

students who later dropped out of ichool. This finding suggests that

the Survey of Pupil Opinion niay prOvide a useful tool for identifying

potential dropouts.

Fuither investigation is needed to determine the utility of

the instrument with students representing a broader range of the secon-

'dory-school population.

9
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CHART 1

MEAN. FACTOR. AND TOTAL SCORES

(Boys and Girls CoMbined)

a

0-
--0/

,...

1.0 .

Social Teachers ',Self-As-

PaIrticipation Student-

-(2)Dropped out EHD Returned to X--X Remained in

(N.18) Regular Yrogram:
0=63) .(N=123)

Total

MI1

Moved to
Non-Title I

(N=24)

frWirnyr=i=a40nucw.
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APPENDIX 1

Division of Research and Development

Cleveland Public Schools

.1,11

SURVEY OF PUPIL OPINION

Here are some'statements.about school. Read each statement

carefully and then mark the space on your ansuer sheet that shows how you

feel about the statement. There are no wrong answers./\Your true ()Pinion

whatever it is, is the right answer.

Mark only, one answer for each .s.tatement.

\

\Do not skip any

questions. Be sure that theinumber on the answtr sheet Mat:chi-is the ques-

tion number when you mark your .answer. There is no limitl You will be

given as much time a;0 you need to answer all the question. When you

finish one page, go on to the next page.

There are five answer spaces fcr each question. The answer

spaces areA.ettered fromAtoElike this:AECDE.

Use this key te mark youf..._anskers..L.

A-Always B-Most of C-Sometimes D-Hardly. E-Never

the Time Ever

I. Chances are good that I'll succeed in school,

2. I likeAo read,'

3. Teachers are fair.

4

4. School is a waste of time.

5. My parents look at my'report c'ard.

6. I think school is fun'.

7. The sdhool rules make sense.

8..1 have a good time in school.

9. Students in this.school arc friendly.

10. I watch the clock during class.

l

4,



'Form B-1

to

,5

APPENDIX 1 cont'd

Use this key to mar;: your finswers:

A-Always B-Most of C-Sometimes D-Hardly,E-Never

the Tim,: Ever

11. I think (I'm doing better in school'

this year tIltan I did last year.

12. I do my assignments on t&e.

13. Teachers-expect too 9pch of students.

14. I ask my teachers for help.

15. My teachers understand me.

16. School is boring.

17. I,take my saoolwork seriously.t

18. Teachers give me the help I nedd in school.

lg, .My,teadiers play favorftes.

20. -I like my teachers.

21. My teachers pick on me too much,

.22.. My teachers can take a joket,

23. I look forward to my classes.

24. Teach!rs are-too strict.

25. My parentlike my, school.

26. I get along.well with my teachers.

27. I wish I could quit school.

28. I come to school on time:

29. 1 get along well with other students.

30. Teachers are friendly.

r

tv.

1-



SURVEY OF PUPIL OPINION
Items Grouped,By Factor. .

,Factor I: . Social Participation

(6) I think school is fun.

(8) I have a good time in school.

(9) Students in this school are friendly.

(20) I like rrg teachers.

(22) My teachers can. take a joke.-,

(23) I look forward to my classes.

(29) I get along well with other students.

Factor II: Perception of Teacher

_

(3) Teachets are fair.

,-(Y) School is a waste of time.

(7) The school rules Make sense. (
(13) Teachers expect too much of students. -.5311

(16) School iS boring.

(19) Ivly teachers play favorites. -.4563

(21) _My teachers pick on me too much: -.5272

o.1

(7 items)

.6035

.6414

.16211

.5483

.4874

.4o85

.4318

(9 items)

.1483.4

.4445

.4758

(214) Teachers are too strict. -.5888

(30) Teachers are friendly. .4902



Factor III:

APPENDIX 2 cont'd

SURVEY OF PUPIL oPINION
Items Grouped.By. Factor

Chances are good'

My Darents 2.

think I'm doIng
this year than, I

Self-As-§tadent

that I'll succeed in school.

my report card.

better in school
id last year.°

ts on time.(12), rdo my assign

(17)

(18) Teachers give me.the help I need in schobl.

(26) I get along well witil.nvf teachers.

(28) I come to school on time.

I taie my hchoolwork seriously.

Buffer Questions

6

rR

(8 items)

.5183

.4549 .\

.4672

.5829

° .4191

.4141

.3961

(6 items)'

'(2) I like to read. II .2613

(10) . I watch the clock during class. 11-.23140

(14)_____I_B.skmy_teachers_forhe1p. I .2885 ,

(15), .My teachers understand me. \ III .2820

(25) Mys parents like my school.

(27) I wish I could quit school.

III .2228

IIr.2643.3


